
 
 
 
 
 

 
PSC CHAIR SUPPORTS ADDITIONAL LIHEAP FUNDING 

 
 Jefferson City (October 8, 2004)---Missouri Public Service Commission Chair Steve 

Gaw continues his advocacy for increased home energy assistance funding.  

“Maintaining the same level of funding fo r the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program (LIHEAP) will not address current needs,” Gaw said. “More assistance needs to be 

made available because there are predictions that natural gas bills will be at least 10% higher 

than last year, and could be 60 percent higher than three years ago. It will be very difficult for 

many to be able to pay their heating bills and keep from losing service.”  

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services announced that $1.2 billion is being 

sent to states as part of a quarterly disbursement through the LIHEAP program. Missouri is 

scheduled to receive $16.3 million, or roughly 40 percent of its request. 

While LIHEAP money has been released, Congress is still considering an additional 

emergency $600 million appropriation to provide some financial relief to those faced with high 

heating bills this winter. 

“I strongly urge Congress to act now on the emergency funding before cold weather sets 

in,” said Gaw. “The money that has been released does not go far enough.” 

According to the American Gas Association, LIHEAP distributions in 2004 to state and 

local agencies totaled nearly $1.9 billion.  This amount is roughly the same amount available in 

1981, when the program was founded.  Energy costs have increased dramatically over this time 

period and the need for assistance will be even greater this winter.  
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